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College sports is one of the exciting aspects engulfed in the American culture, from the winnings, luxury, and prestige, a huge, and loyal fan base, to the many scholarships. However, over the years, sports in colleges have been leeched with a myriad of scandals, deviance, and corruption cases. Between 2001 and 2010, about half of the universities in America were involved in significant rules violations (Nixon, 2014). The irregularities damage the reputation of individuals and colleges involved, but they always seem to pick up themselves and move away from it. 
Many of the cases included violations in sports and academic rules and regulations. The violations include irregular recruitments, unnecessary rewards, and gifting. The violations also include total disregard for academic rules, and the law, such as drug abuse, cheating, and violence. The cases are made worse by their intensity and repetition as individuals and institutions seem defiant of the consequences. As a result, the integrity of the colleges and persons involved is undermined as well as the moral and ethical standards set. 
The influence college sports have in society has led various persons, such as the president, coaches, athletes, and many more, to disregard their value. Many of the people caught up in the scandals include the one expected to hold high and respectable standards in the institutions but fail to do so. The large sums of money paid, prestige, and reputation lures them into what is mention as an “athletic trap.”
One of the many cases highlighted in the article is the case of wayward boosters and their power and influence over college sports (Nixon, 2014).  Boosters are highly welcomed because of the contribution to finances, scholarships, support, and generally boosting sports in the institution. However, institutions get blinded by the large sums of money and forget to carry out proper investigations on their background. 

The college and individuals involved rely so much on the contribution of the boosters that they allow them to do what they want without accountability. The boosters, therefore, end up breaking a lot of rules without consequences. For instance, there is little monitoring done on the amount of money and gifts they provide, which leads to extra benefits, improper recruitments, and many violations. When the institution values money more than their obligation to do the right thing. 
Another case in college sports is the need for an upturn in the sports program in which the means used are irregular and unjustified. When institutions with little finance and are understaffed struggle to be competitive and commercialized, they tend to make irrational decisions that lead to a lot of problems. For instance, the college may allocate a large chunk of the budget onto sports programs and forget other programs in the school vital for success. Also, leaders make compromising decisions seen as crucial for the growth of the sports program. 
Upon such decisions, other areas vital to the growth of the institution, such as academics, are compromised. The little budget goes on academics lowering the standards of the institution. Also, an official in the sports programs has more power leading to decisions that break other rules. For instance, coaches recruit athletes who are very good at their sports without considering academic credentials and behavior. As a result, the college has to choose between having good players or performing and law-abiding citizens. The officials choose good players, instead, because of the revenue and prestige, they bring to the school. 

Sexual abuse is another immoral and unethical practice, prominent in college sports, as mention in the article. Because certain persons are respected and held of value to the college, their wrong behaviors go unpunished to the extent of concealment. Such cases do not touch on the sports itself but highlight the influence it has on abandoning moral and ethical values of the society. The perpetrators believe their reputation will protect them from any punishment, and so are the cases. As a result, the victim never gets justice, and in some instance, face more problems for speaking up. 
Described as a culture of reverence, institutions care more about concealing such cases of sexual abuse than protecting the victims. The people involved have power and influence over the college because of the mass accomplishments in their tenure. As a means to protect themselves from bad publicity, the university officials also take part in protecting themselves. The behavior portrays how convolute the reputation of sports is to the university. 
Such cases bring into light the numerous scandals, deviance, and corrupted values witnessed in college sports. The cases also highlight the many forms of punishment that do not yield any benefits in reducing their occurrence. Some forms of punishment include firing, resigning, suspensions, disciplinary actions, and conviction. College sports cases give a reliable example of how the push for power, success, and money can lead to a tumultuous downfall. 
The people involved are trapped in a cycle of endless wrongdoing doings, efforts to hide and do damage control, but find themselves facing the negative consequences. The persons involved, including presidents, coaches, athletes, boosters, and administrators, are set to an athletic trap and a culture of reverence. Institutions go to higher strides to conceal their wrongdoings and protect their reputation as they elevate their success and financial status. 
There are various instances when the officials in the situation stood their ground on fighting corruption, deviances, and reducing scandals in the sports. The process involved strict adherence to the law and severe punishment for those who break it. The success of such official come not by implementing strict rules, but following up to the latter despite resistance. Some people come into the sports arena with positive intentions but end up influenced by making wrong decisions and destroying their future. 
In conclusion, the selfish ambitions of persons in the sports culture have led to culture deviant of the moral and ethical values in the society. College sports is now a breeding ground for rapid success, financial growth, status, and reputation. People are willing to go beyond, abandon their values, and disregard other people’s lives to bask in the glory of winning. The cases have detrimental effects on not just the institution but young aspiring athletes who are exposed to corrupt ways as a means to survive. 
Also, institutions lack their credibility, and parents no longer want to send the children to colleges involved in scandals. For a radical change to occur, there needs to be reformed bodies and institutions involved in implementing the law. The public also plays a crucial role in influencing moral and ethical standards expected in a sports program and its colleges.  
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